5.3 Activity sheet
Impacts of flooding



Bridges are closed as debris builds up and they threaten to collapse.





Holiday parks are evacuated by Air Sea Rescue helicopters.





The M5 is closed and 10 000 people spend the night stranded on the motorway.





The River Avon rises to more than five metres above its normal level.





Localized floods are recorded across the Midlands, centred on Evesham in Worcestershire.





900 water bowsers (tankers) are sent to Gloucestershire.





Tewkesbury is worst affected as the Rivers Severn and Avon meet, creating a huge lake. Tewkesbury is completely cut off.





Tewkesbury’s water pumping station is flooded and the water supply is contaminated. 350 000 homes are without water for more than a week.





Roads collapse as streams that run underneath them become swollen with water.





Gloucester electricity station is within centimetres of being swamped. Emergency pumps and sandbags keep it open and power to 25 000 homes is maintained.





The rain eases but the problem moves downstream to Abingdon and Oxford as the floodwater begins to flow down the River Thames.





The cost of the flooding was unknown at the time, but it is estimated that insurance claims will run to £1.5 billion.
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