Dangerous Geography - The Lessons

Lesson One: Dangerous Geography - Exploring Natural Hazards

1. Show the Hurricanes: New Orleans Under Threat QuickTime Video and Hurricane Katrina: A Scientist's Response QuickTime Video. As a class, have students discuss what they know about the impacts hurricanes can have on coastal communities such as New Orleans. Ask the students:

· What makes a hurricane a natural hazard?

· Where else do hurricanes occur?

· What man-made changes to the environment potentially increase the impact of this hazard?

· Do other hazards coexist with hurricanes? Why?

· What are communities doing to prepare for this hazard?

· What could you do to prepare if you lived in a coastal community?

2. Now ask students to think about and name other types of natural hazards. As they brainstorm, write the hazards they name on the board. When the students are satisfied with their list, ask them to consider the similarities and differences between natural hazards and natural disasters, and have them define both. Ask them if they think natural hazards necessarily become natural disasters, and why or why not. Ask them if they can think of things people do that might influence whether or not a natural hazard becomes a natural disaster.

3. Show The Great Flood of 1993 QuickTime Video, and then discuss the following:

· What are the similarities between the flood depicted in this video and the hurricanes shown in the previous video?

· What time of year did these events occur? Are some natural hazards more likely to occur at certain times of the year?

· Where else in the country do they think flooding occurs?

· What manmade changes to the environment potentially increased the impact of the flood?

· What preparations can people make to reduce or control these hazards?

4. Have students add to or refine the list of natural hazards on the board. Also, ask them to identify any of the hazards they think follow seasonal or geographic patterns and to describe what those patterns are.

