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Packing an emergency supply flood kit
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People living in high-risk flooding areas are advised to keep an emergency

supply kit packed, ready and stored in case a disaster strikes. For this activity,

you will need to ‘think’ yourself into the situation of a person facing a flood.

Item Reason for inclusion

Toilet paper and bucket with lid. Drains will not work in a flood.
Candles.

Emergency numbers to ring.

Family medication.

Gas and water keys.

First-aid kit and medication.

Important papers and cash.

Torch, spare bulbs and batteries.

Flashlight, battery-powered radio and spare batteries.

Bottled water (3 days’ supply) and purification tablets.

Emergency tinned food and tin opener.

Blankets.

Snack foods high in water and sugar.

Camping stove, matches and gas.

Picnic hamper with plastic cutlery.

Sleeping bags.

Extra warm clothes.

Spare shoes.

Waterproof heavy-duty plastic.

Toiletries and personal hygiene items.

Comfort items like games, crayons and paper.

Money.

Non-electric kettle.

Wellington boots.

�3 Working with a partner, add any further

items to the list you would include in your

own emergency supply flood kit. Give

reasons why each item should be included.
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Flood disaster report

3.11a A
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Look at the three reports below and on Activity Sheet 3.11b. They were

written by pupils as responses to Activity 1 on page 49 in the pupil book. 

One report is a poor answer, one is average and the other is good. 

Read through the reports and decide which is the good one, the

average one and the poor one. Give reasons for your decision.

Flood disaster Report 1
Sunday 14 October 2000

Last week the worst floods in 30 years hit the county of Sussex in Southern

England. A number of settlements in East Sussex were badly hit including

the towns of Uckfield, Haywards Heath, Lewes and Etchingham.

The damage caused by the flooding has been widespread. Thousands of

homes were flooded including 300 homes in Lewes. People have been left

homeless and have lost all of their personal belongings. Local businesses

have been badly affected; shops and offices have been flooded and their

contents damaged. A brewery in Lewes flooded and the racecourse in

Brighton had to cancel a meeting because the racecourse was under water.

Rail travellers were badly affected in Haywards Heath because services

were disrupted by the flooding. This caused a problem for commuters who

were not able to get to work. Car owners have also been affected because

most of the roads in the region have been blocked, including the A26 and

A22 where some motorists were trapped in several feet of water.

Flood victims have been offered help; people have been evacuated from

homes and cars by people like the Coastguard and Fire Brigade. People

who have been left homeless have been provided with refuge in a local

school and church by the Council. The Government has also promised flood

victims support.

The river levels are dropping but have left behind many problems. A thick,

foul-smelling mud has been left behind and will take weeks to clean up.

People who are homeless may not return to their houses for weeks.

Businesses that were flooded have lost money whilst they were shut and

they will have to pay for the stock that was lost in the flood. Insurance

companies will have to pay out an estimated £500 million pounds in

compensation.

In conclusion, the floods in East Sussex have been devastating for people

and businesses alike and the clean up could take months.

�4 What precious possessions would you try to

rescue? Explain why.

�1 Below is a list of items that may be part of this

emergency supply flood kit. Suggest reasons

why each item should be included. It has

been started for you.

�2 Highlight essential items in red and the

useful items in green.


